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| To; them who defired the following. 
| Publication. | 


BRETHREN, 
HE enfuing Difcourfe makes its Appearance in 
\ Compliance with your repeated Solicitations ; 
and not from any Bondage in me to commence 
Author. Neither had I the moft diftant Expetfation 
ww!en preparing for the Pulpit, that it would ever be 
called for afier You had heardit. I therefore thought 
it neceffary, in tranfcribing for the Préfs, to make con- 
fideravle Enlargements , for which I perfuade myfelf 
I necd make no Apology. 


The Extafy whigh this good News occafioned, a- 
mong all Ranks of People, as foon as certainly known ; 
compared with that awful Indiffrence, with which 
the glad Tidings of Salvation are beard by our Inha- 
bitants in general , at once fuggefied to me the Expe- 
diency of attempting to improve it in this [piritual 
Mauner. 

I would therefore with all Humility, lay this fmall 
Performance at the Feet of Fefus, who is exalted as 
Head over al] Things to the Church ; and who can, 
cut of the Mouths of Babes and sucklings perfe 
fratfe. And remain, ; 

Moft affectionately Yours 


Jn the Gofpel of Chrift, Se 


a 


Samuel Stillman. 
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Good NEWS from a far 
Country, 
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PROVERBS XXV. 25. 


As cold Waters to a thirfly Soul : So 
is good News from a far Country. 


CROC, se SkHOULD I ferve you a century in 
4, the gofpel of Chrift, | might never 

Ry a 8 “| Seen again have fo favourable an op- 
portunity to confider this paffage. 

Ieee Se ee eA It is a proverb, the truth of which 
MLB you are now feeling: Hence great 

is the propriety of improving its fpiritual mean- 
ing. And the preacher will have the advantage, 
while he attempts to illuftrate the glories of the 
gofpel, by what the people feel. Has not a ge- 
neral joy diffufed itfelf amongft us ? Does not 


Bofton and the country wear a face’ of pleafant. : 


nefs ? 
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nefs ? You may read good news in every counte- 
nance. How great the alteration, that has taken 
lace amongft us, in confequence of a late moft 
interefting decifion in our favour ! * When the 
news arrived, fo as to be confidently believed, 
there was a univerfal fhout.—It now became im- 
‘poffible for every lover of liberty and* his country, 
to conceal the gladnefs of his heart : Public and 
private were the expreffions of joy on this im- 
portant occafion! Yea your children, yet igno- 
‘rant of the importance of this event to thefe 
colonies, bear a part in the triumphs of the day ; 
jn imitation, no doubt, of their parents-and-o- 
thers, whom they obferve*pleafed on this happy 
occurrence. Well thought I, will good news 
from an earthly Prince, that brings deliverance, 
and gives us the profpect of the continuance of 
our moft dear and invaluable rights and privis 
leges, which ‘we apprehended onthe brink of 
departing from us; fill us with fuch a general 
gladnefs, that fcarce a tongue will be filent >— 
Oh how much more might we expect that the 
glad tidings of falvation ; falvation from ever- 
Jafting mifery, to the fruitton of endlefs happinefs, 
would diffufe a univerfal joy !—How jultly might 
we look for the tongue of the dumb to fing — 
for the flammerer to fpeak plainly ; and for the 
mouths of babes and fucklings, to help on the 
exalred tribute of praife to Him, who hatlf com- 
mitted to men the miniltry of reconciliation ; de- 
claring peace on earth, good will towards men ? 
But alas, fuch is the carnality of the heart of man, 
that though foon elated with temporal deliver- 
ance 4 

* Alluding to the Repeal of the Stamp-Act. 
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j ance ; he is blind to, and too little affeted with 
as the great {clvation! What means this ftrange 
: conduct ? The one is believed with a warm heatt ; 
the other feems to the poor finner as an idle tale, 
and he believes it not! Surely * the god of this 
= world hath blinded the minds of them that be- 
ie lieve not, left the light of the glorious gofpel of 
—— Chrift, who is the image of God, fhould thine 
, unto them.” * 

Acatn. DoTobferve both the righteous, and ‘ 
the wicked rejoicing on this occafion? Yes: And ~ 
Jet me add, good reafon they have to dofo. But 

on the other, though infinitely more important, 
even the righteous themfelves are fhamefully neg- 


+e ligent, and lukewarm.—Do I fee the, children in 
f the ftreets exulting in this good news from a far 
f country ? Oh thought I that this news of re- 


_demption thro’ our Lord Jefus Chrift, might be 
| fo gladly, and generally received ; and become 

fo powerful in its influence on parents and heads 
it of families, that their lives and converfations, 

might {weetly conftrain their little ones to join 
_that triumphant “* Ho/anna to the Son of David,” 
_ Mat, 21. 14.—But why fhould we wonder if the 
children withhold the tribute of praife, when the 
_ parents themfelves are finfully filent ? - °~ 


_ _ Are we tenacious of our rights and liberties ? 
And do we fear every thing that looks like an 
infringment ? What think we then of our con- 

_du& towards Him, who is the only Potentate ? 
How often have we been for wrefting thy go- 

ea a verament 

* 2 Cor. 4 a sat oe 
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vernment from Him, and have practically faid, 
“ We will not have the Lord to reign over us ?” Is 
not Jehovah tender of his honour ? His glory he 
will never give to another. He may fay to us, 


*° Ye have robbed me.” * Numerous have. been - 
Our provocations againft Him ; and if he had : 
entred into judgment with us, we fhould have ‘as 


been cut off in our iniquity, and forever confined 
with the fpirits in prifon. But lo, here is good 
news from a far country, a ‘ God in Chrift re- 
conciling the world to himfelf !’—A method of 
falvation, exhibited in the gofpel, that effectually 
fecures the honours of the divine government, 
‘and the harmony of Jehovah’s attributes ; while 
the chief of finners are made heirs of God, and eo 
Joint-heirs with Jefus Chrift! “ As cold: waters ’ 
to.a thirfty foul; fois this good news from a 
far country.” “ The proverbial fenfe (fays Dr. 
‘* Jermin) is, That what is gotten by hard la-. 
** bour, and after much time fpent upon it, being 
“*©as it were fetched froma tar country, is moft 
-* delightful being obtained. But to make ufe of © 
“the verfe in a more fpiritual application: The 
“¢ fartheft country that lies any where is heaven;: <= 
* And the good news are the tidings of the ole itey 
© pel’ In this fpiritual maner, I fhall, thro” dis 
vine ailka hee: improve the text. And, 


‘L, Onserve, That we have news from hea aa 
ven ; a far country. 


II, Consrpzr by what means this news has 
_been conveyed to us, a 
. Hl. THag 9X 


* Mal. 3. 8 
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: from a far Country. 9. 
lil. Tuar it is “ news” indeed ; @nd empha- 
i tically “* good news.” 
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iV. Tuar this good news from heaveh, is more 
welcome to a heavy laden finner, and a true. 
believer thirfting after God, than cold waters 
are to any one athirft. 


First, We have news from heaven, a far cotin- 
try. It is not uncommon in the facred writings, 
to fpeak of heaven as a country : ‘* But now they 
defire a better country, that is, an heavenly.” * 
In which chapter, the fame word is repeated, to 
fignify, that the believing Hebrews were in the 
purfuit of the kingdom of heaven. 


Now the news.we have from thence, the apoftle 
Paul epitomizes, in writing to his Son Timothy, 
of the exceeding riches of the grace of God’in his 
converfion, and call to the apoftlefhip : “ This is a 
faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chri Jefus came into the world to fave finners ; 
of whom I am chief.” + I afk you, as Chrift did 
the Jews of John’s baptifm, Is this news from 
heaven, or of men ?—You will readily anfwer, 
methinks, from heaven. From heaven it is, my 
Brethren, ; oe 


I. As it was there this glorious fcheme of re~ 
demption was concludedson, the fubjeéts of it cho- 
fen, and all the certain means Of its execution deter- 
mined, There it originated, and from thence it 
came, The covenant of grace bears an aftient 

. B date, 


8 Hedi Mey 18. + 1 Tim, 1, 150. 


es 


Page foe ee ae 


10 Go NEWS 
date, 8 eternity: Tho’ the difpenfation © 
of it is late, fince man’s apoftacy. Hence whens 
Paul preathéd to the Ephefians, the unfearchable ~ 
riches of Chrift, he lets then Know, that his-call~ — 
to the miniftry, and the gofpel he delivered, were ~~. 
‘according to God’s eternal purpofe, which he 5 ~~ 
purpofed in Chrift Jefus our Lord.” *- ~Andinthis * 
fame epittle, he {peaks of our having been ‘“chofen 
in Chrift, before the fowndation of the world.” + . 
Various are the paffages of holy {criptuf€, that «© 
lead us to contemplate this counfel of peace, in eter~ 
nity; before the world began. Then this ever- est ou 
lafting covenant, was well. ordered*in all things = =~ 
and fure. Jefus Chrift was chofen by the Father, © 4 
as the head of it ; the heirs of promife were chofea 
in Him, and given to him as members of it’; ‘the ee 
means of their prefervation, effectual calling, and ; 


erfeet fanctification, wer pointed. . In fhort, 
3 Bart of it was left pralets  bng an ab. 


folute covenant. ‘ If.the covenant of grace (fays — 
“ one) were not abfolute, falvation would be as 
_ dificult by it, as by the covenant of works ; be- 
*< caufe it is as hard for a natural man to believe 
‘© and live, as it is for him to do and live.” This. 
great truth, whieh appears to me to fhine with dif- 
tinguifhed brightnefs, in the holy Bible, is full of 
folid comfort to the pious foul; anarticleofhigh ~~ 
importance in the ¢hurch of Chrift; and when 
tightly underftood, has.a moft powerful influence — = 
on the belicversupeuctale So far asl have had 
time, and opportunity to obferve,l amled tocon-= 
clude, That a deviation from this andthe other 
glorious doctrines, that are connected with it, hag: Sy 
: 4 Generallys; a 
* Ephel.og: r4.* 4+ Ephefi-r. 4 = eS. 


a 


generally diy attended with a decay of 
vital religion. "Its having been oppoféed is not 
ftrange : For you may be confident, that nothing 
__. fhort of divine influence, can bring a finner to fall 
in with, and realy to fubmit to the fovereignty of 
God. A maxim 
which they warmly plead for with regard to them- 
felves ; they will not acknowledge when applied 
- to the God of the fpirits of all fleth, viz. “ That 


notwithftanding the different fentiments of man- 

kind as to this point ; you will bear with me, 
"while I fay, That I believe it to be a-doétrine 

from heaven. 


Il. Ir is from heaven, as the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
f who is the author of this falvation, is from thence, 
‘*I came forth from the Father, and° am cae 


into the world.” * Which I fuppofe is to be un. _ 
derftood of Chrift, his affuming human nature: 
Or his appéaring in that body, that had been 


_ prepared for him. “A body haft thou pre- 


pared me.” And this affumption of our na-- 


“ture was in the fulnefs of time. t i.e. the time 

appointed in eternity. This coming forth from 

the Father, can only hold true of Chrift as medi- 

ator ; as alfo where it is faid, “That God fent 

him.” As God, he fills all places at the fame time ; 

and therefore can neither be faid to go nor come, 

= Neither as God can ‘he bepfent ; for then God 

muft fend Godyive. He mutt fend himelf, This 

, 1s unintelligible... But as mediator, he is fent : 

In this charaéter he €ame forth from the Father, 

¥ ; me, “and 
pet Jo 160 Gr Heb 0.5.  tGaleg. 4, 


Yt 
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that men have adopted, and - 


every one may do what he will with his own.” But. 


yl 


_ © From one place tovan 


 Chrift promiled the Spirit, and faid he would fend 
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and came into the world, when he became openly 
incarnate, * ae 


Bur perhaps an objection .will be ftarted= 
the Son of God can only be faid to be-fent}as con- 
fidered in human nature ; how is it that the fame 
phrafe is ufed of the Holy Ghoft ; who, as you 
fay, is God equal with the Father and the Son ; 
and never appeared in an aflumed nature, but re- 
mains a pure, infinite fpirit ?” For an anfwer to 
this objection, I fréely give credit to the learned 
“and pious Mr. Huffey. “ The Spirit’s miffion (fays 
he) is not as the fpirit is God; it is not abftract- 
<< edlyGod the fpirit ; for the HolyGhoft could not, 
“* be fent or come from the Father thus, becaule 
“Cas an infinite perfon, he doth together with the 
“Father and the Son, fill all places at once, arid 
fo as the Spirit is God, muft not be faid to go — 

from her, but itis asComforter 

“thar he doth fo. Hedéth fot Gil all the worl 
“as Comforter, but it is as God tHe Spirit that he 
« fills all che world.” I obferve, my hearers, when 


2 


him, it was tinder the charaéter of Comforter.“ I 

will fend you another Comforter."—“IfF 1 go not. - 
away, the Comforter will not come.” Thus mak-.<  — 
ing adillinétion between his office, and his eflence, ~ 
As the fame author fays, * He is not piven in his 

“ effence, but in his office, as the immediate caule a 
“© of our obtaining thélraces of the {pirit.” “Here- 

_ by we know that “ he abideth in us, by the fpirit ei 
“which he bath given us, 1 John -3? 24. Hire ae, 
“ts his perfon in the office of aComforter.. Again, 
* Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he 

: Se sin 
mn ee 
: 


3 


from a fax Country. I 3 


_ in us, becaufe he hath given us of his Spirit, x 
John 14. 3. There are the graces of the fpirit, and 
* both put together do make up the fall diftinction 
‘¢ in the two branches of it as laid down above.” * 


Tuus the objection is anfwered, while we diftin- 
guith the office of the Holy Ghoft, from his effence 
as God. He was fent as a Paraclete or Comforter, 
but not as God the Spirit. 

I micuT go on to obferve, that Jefus Chrift 
made it evident, that he was from heaven, by the 

‘kingdom he fet up in the world. His appearance 
among men ; making himfelf of no reputation, and 
taking upon him the form ofa fervant : The com- 
pany he kept of choice, who were not the rich, 
‘and “noble, but poor and defpifed ; oblige us to 
think “ his kingdom is not of this world.” If he 
- had had in view, a worldly kingdom, depend upon 
it, he would have proceeded according to worldly 
maxims. But fo far from this, that he treated the 
riches, the honours, and glories of this world, with 


* 


manifeft indifference. The meannefs of his birth — 


_ and-parentage, at once rendred him the object of 
contempt : The men he chofe to be his difciples 


and followers, were fo contemptible in the eyes of 


the Jews ; that he could expect nothing but in- 


dignity in confequence thereof. Yet this pave 


him no concern ; becaufe he came into the world 


_ to eftablifh a f{piritual kingdom. And he had no-*— 


thing to hope for ; neither had he any thing to 
fear, from the men of this world, but what he 
forefaw, and was able to prevent ; provided it 
would not iffue in the advancement: of this his 
kingdom. os 
Howevir 

* Hufley’s Glory of Chrift unveil’d, 


OWEVER the jews found fault with Chrift, me 
Ag ed him and fet him at naught on this account 5 
_ you chiittians fee a coincidence between every part 
or bis conduél, and his defign to ettablifh a {piri 
tual Kingdom. From the beginning of his life, 


to the end of it, he conttantly convinced us, that 


he came not to feck the favour and honours of 


men. And as to his difciples, they willingly left 


all to follow him ; rifqued their lives in the pro- 
motion of his divine religion ; and gave repeated, 
indifputable evidences, that “ by patient continu- 
ance in well-doing, they fought for glory, and im- 
mortality 5 eternal life.”” “ They reckoned that 
the fufferings of this prefent time, were not worthy 
to be compared with the glory that fhould be re- 
vealed in them.” * 


Ill. Waite we confider the doctrines them- 
felves. their fpecial influence on the heartsand_ 


ife-s and: the glorious profpe& they give us be- 
yond the grave 5 we are confident they are from 


heavens: 
>. 


1. Tue doctrines themfelves : Such as aTrinity 
of perfons, in. the unity of the divine effence—The 
incarnation of Jefus Chrift—Juftification by faith : 
Or 1ighteoufnefs imputed without works. + The 
de.cent ot thelioly Ghoft, and his powerful energy 
in changing the finner’s heart, and carrying on 
the work of fanétification in believers : The in- 
dwelling ef this Holy Spirit, together with. his 
bearing witnefs with the believer's fpirit, that he is 
a clild of God ; and thus fweetly fealing him unto 

~~ the 

* Rom, 8. 18, + Rom. 4, 4, 
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- 
the day of redemption. Thefe, and many other 
great and precious truths, which it never entred 
into the heart of man to conceive, till they were . 
fet before us in the gofpel, demand-our faith. 
Their importance, & fublimity, will at once firke 


= the devout mind ; andhe readily acknowledge they 
bear a divine fignature. I think I may fafely fay, 
> They never would have been thought of by men, 


if they had not been revealed in the gofpel ; it be- 
ing abfolutely impoffible, that man fhould invent, 
what he could not afterward fully comprehend : 
Which is particularly true of the doétrine of the 
Trinity, and the incarnation of the Son of God, 


2. Tuts gofpel has a fpecial influence on the 
heart, and life. It begins with the heart ; laying 
the ax to the root of the tree. ‘It comes wiih 
power, the Holy Ghoft, and much affurance.” * 
Hence the man becomes a new creature, old-things 

. *, 

pafs away, and all things become new. The na- 
tural enmity is flain, and the image of Chrift form- 
ed in the foul. This great change is called rege- 
neration : And in whomfoever it is wrought, there 
are new apprehenfions of divine things—new feel- 
ings—*‘ Joy and peace in believing.’—There will 
_ alfo be a different condud&t. “* The grace of God 
that bringeth falvation, hath appeared unto all 
men; teaching us that denying ungodlinefs, and 
worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, righteoufly, 
and godly in this prefent world. ” + cae. 


THERE is no part of a chriftian’s condué, while 
he acts in that character, but what is under the 
Ea ies influence 


LA pThef. re 5 + Tit, av Ff; 12. 
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influence of this gofpel. It influentially inclines 
him to the whole of his duty. ; to pay an unrefer- 
ved obedience to every divine precept: In a word, 
To do juftly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with God. 

Irs fpecial influence alfo on the believer's 
mind, at once difcovers that it is of divine origin, 


How does it raife his affections from this wo:ld,” 


and fix them on things above ? He will have his 
converfation in heaven, and dwell on high. For 
this gofpel immediately tends to make him fpiri- 
tually minded. That high telith, with which he 
formerly grafped after the things of time, fubfides, 
in confequence of his feeling the power of the gof- 
pel of Chrift. Such an one fees that God is his 
portion ; that Jefus Chrift is theAlpha and Omega 
of his happinefs ; that heaven is his home! Here 
then will his captivated foul.teft infinitely fatisfied , 
and the world appear asa very little thing. For 
at the fame time that the gofpel leads the beliewer 
‘to foar above created good ; it alfo, in the hands 
of the divine Spirit, promotes his ‘¢ meetnefs for 
the enjoyment of the inheritance of the faints in 
light?” And this i€does, as it fets before him the 
infinite evil of fin ; making it appear “‘ exceeding 
finful ’? The intrinfic beauty of holinefs ; which 
as it is eflential to God, fo, to every devout foul, 
it is a pleafing part of the divine character. The 
former he abhors, and groans under ; the latter 
he longs for, and follows after. Yea fo fervent, 
and inceffant are the defires of the heaven-born- 
foul, that he cannot be contented while there are 
the fmalleft remains of fin in him : Nothing will 
fatisfy him fhort of perfect holinefs, 


pas 
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. Wet my Brethren, as this is the tendency of | 
our gofpel, fure we are that it came down from 
heaven. 


3. Wr will add to ‘the above aioe the 
E: glorious profpect the gofpel gives us beyond the 
grave. Without this ‘* good news” from heaven, 
death would indeed be a leap in the dark. ‘* We 
fhould, as alas the heathen do, grope for the wall 
like the blind, and grope as if we had no eyes; We» 
fhould ftumble at noon-day as in the night ; and 
-be in defolate places as dead men.” * Confider 
the prefent ftate of the heathen world ; which be- » 
ing without the gofpel, is in grofs darknefs: While 
to us “ the light is come, and the glory of the 
= Lord is rifen upon us.” Jefus, who came forth 
from the Father, *‘ hath abolifhed death, and bro’t 
life and immortality to light thro’ the gofpel. z 7 
3 He hath, fays this apoftle, “‘ abolifhed death, ay * . 
| removed its fting, and divefted the grave of all its 
horrors, with refpect to believers, by dying & rifing 
again ; and by making known to them, a ftate-of 
immortal life and glory i in the world to come. Reve- 
lation informs us that in ‘* God’s prefence. there 
‘~ is fulnefs of joy, and at his right hand pleafures for « 
-: evermore.” { It gives us a comfortable affurance, 
. that the fouls of the righteous upon the diffolution — 
of the body, do inftantly pafs to heaven. es 
fhall the duft return to the earth as it was: 


aw 


____ the {pirit fhall return unto God who gave it.” §~ 

- which words take notice, that the fpirit’s return. to 
God, is connected with the return of the lifelefs 
oe to the earth. 


Cc Tue’ 
*Tfa. 59.10. +2 Tim. 1.10, + Pfal, 16, 11. 
$ a 12. 7s : 
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Tue view then that the righteous have of death, 
is no more than a change of place ; a tranfition 
from a vale of tears, to the regions of endlefs blifs ; 
where “the wicked ceafe from troubling : and 
where the weary be at reft” Blefs God, O my 
foul, for this good news, that gives believers fuch 
a tranfporting profpeét beyond the narrow limits 
of time |! Where they “ fhall be with Chrift, to 
behold his glory !”* — 


IV. I micut add, That the manner in which 
this news has been conveyed to us, further fhew- 
eth us that it is from heaven, viz. By God Him- 
{eif—by immediate infpiration—and by the mini- 
firy of angels. But here I fhall not enlarge, left I 
anticipate what more properly belongs to the neat 
general‘head. I therefore pafs to confider,; ~~ 


‘SeconpDLy, By what methods theLord hath been 


 pleafed to make known to us his glorious gofpel. 


1. Iv all lay hid in the divine mind till the a- 
poftacy. Man’s fall introduced the neceffity of the 
recovery,and opened a door for the revelation of it. 
Which was firft made to Adam, by God Himfelf, 
Gen, 3. 15. ‘* And.1 will put enmity between thee 
and the woman,and between thy feed and her feed : 
It fhall bruife thy head, and thou fhalt brurfe his 
heel.” Thefe words are to be viewed in a twofold 
light, as a threatning to the ferpent, and as a pro- 

amife to Adam. This may appear by a fhort com- 
‘ment on the verfe. The ‘‘ feed of the woman” no 
doubt defigns Jefus Chrift, who is faid in the New 
 Teflament 


* John 17. 24» 


Teftament to be “‘made of awoman.”* As for 
the enmity fpoken of, it has always been obvious, 
between the “feed of the woman,” Chrift, and all 
his fpiritual feed believers ; and the old ferpent, 
the devil, and his feed the children of difobedience. 
It appeared fo early as the days of Cain, who flew 
his brother Abel, for no other reafon, but becaufe 
“ his own works were evil, and his brother’s righ- 
teous.” + The fame fpirit of oppofition now 
reigns in the breafts of the unregenerate. It 
follows, ‘‘ He fhall bruife thy head.” Chrift 
the ‘* feed of the woman” hath flain the old 
ferpent, ‘‘ and bruifed fatan under his feet.” -— 
Note, Chrift is to bruife the head of the ferpent ; 
which intends nothing lefs than his abfolute con- 
queft over him | Accordingly Paul fpeaks of his 
“ deftroying him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil.” |j 


You alfo take notice, that the ferpent is to 
“ bruife his heel.” To bruife the heel is not dan- 
gerous ; life is not at ftake. From hence we learn, 
that at moft fatan can only trouble, harats and dif- 
trefs the children of God : Whom he fhall never 
be able to deftroy. ‘+ Becaufe I live, faid Chrift, 

ye fhall live alto.” § 
Cz THIS 
* Gal. 4.4 + 1 Joh. 3, 13. + Rom. 16. 20. 

| Heb. 2. 14. 


§ Lhave confidered the heel as defigning the members of 
Chrift, who are often bruifed by fatan ; of whom it 
is juftly faid ‘* That he goes about like a roaring lion, 


feeking whom he may devour.” Though at the fame _ 


time allowing, ‘* That the heel may rather defien the 


human 


5. Cae Nn eS 


Turs was the firlt intimation of “ good news 
from afar country.” It was afterward repeated to 
Abraham, Gen. 22. 18,‘ And in thy feed thall 
all the families of the earth be bleffed.” After that 
to Ifaac in the fame expreffions, Gen. 26. 4.—Then 
to Jacob, Gen. 28.14. After which we find it 
made known to Judah, by Jacob ; when ina fpirit 
of prophecy he bleffed his fons, Gen. 49. 10. “* The 
{fceptre fhall not depart from Judah, nor the law- 
giver from between his feet, until SHi1Lon come, 
and unto Him fhall the gathering of the people 
be.” So we might proceed thro’ the whole old 
teftament , fhewing when, by whom, and how the 
Lord hath made known to us this ‘* great falva~ 
tion.” But you, who read your Bibles, cannot, 
methinks be ignorant that. all the prophets bore 
witnefs to the coming of the Meffiah,” who was to 
be cut off, but not for himfelf.” David, Mfaiah, 
Jeremiah, Daniel, Zechariah, Malachi, and the . 
other prophets fpoke concerning Jefus, as they at 
“ fundry times were moved by the Holy Ghoft.” * 


David foretold the manner of his death—‘* They. __ 


pierced my hands and my feet.”—laiah is with 
propriety ftiled the evangelic prophet.” In what 
moving language does he, feven hundred years 
before our Saviour’s birth, defcribe his dolorous 
fufferings ? And the nearer the time approached 

. for 


<¢ human nature of Chrift, which is his inferior and 
<< loweft nature, and who was in it frequently expofed 
‘‘ to the infults, temptations and perfecutions of fatan, 
“and was at laft brought to a painful and accurfed 


~ * death ; though by dying he got an entire victory 


~ over him, and all his Enemies, and obtained falvation 


© 6 for his people.” Dr. Gil/, in Loc. 


® Heb. 1. 1. 
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for the fun of righteoufnefs to irradiate our be- 
nighted world, the clearer did the prophets exprefs © 
themfelves. 
Il. Tus * good news” was made known to us, 
not only by clear prophecies, but a variety of fig- 
___ nificant types and figures. Such as, The Scape- 
.  Goat—the Brazen Serpent—the Pafchal Lamb— 
F flaying of Beafts—many Wafhings, &c. All thefe 
things had an important meaning to the Jewifh 
worfhippers. Some of our modern Divines, have 
termed the Ceremonial law, the gofpel of the Old 
_ . Tettament. The Scape- -Goat was doubtlefs typi- 
cal of Chrift, and the transferring of Guilt from 
the eleé&t to him. And that in fo eminent a man- 
ner, that he that runs may read. ‘* And Aaron | 
| fhall lay his hands upon the head of the live goat, 
~_ and confefs over him all the iniquities of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, and all their tranfgreffions in all 
their fins, putting them upon the head of the goat, 
and fhall fend him away by the hand of a fit man 
into the wildernefs. And the goat fhall bear upon 
him all their iniquities, unto a land not inhabit- 
ed.”* Here Guilt was typically transferred to the 
goat, which he bore away into a land not inhabited. 
This pointed to Chrift ; concerning whom Ifaiah 
 faith—* The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity — 
of usall.”+ With which agree the words of Peter, 
“¢ Who his own felf bare our fins in his own ia 
on the tree.’ 
“—— As for the Brazen Serpent, Jefus Chrift accom- 
modates it to Himfelf ; “* As Mofes lifted up the 
ferpent in the wildernefs, fo muft the Son of Man - 
be lifted up. § 


THE 
* Levit. 16. 21, 22. + fai, 53.6. 1 Pets 224. 
§ John 3. 14. 


& 
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Tue ufe that was made of the blood of the fa- — 


_crifices, and their various wafhings, all pointed to 


the “ blood of fprinkling ;” that precious “ blood 
that cleanfeth from all fin.” This part of the fub- 
ject is copious, but 1 muft not enlarge. Let thefe 
hints convince us, that Jefus Ch. ift was held forth. 
to the Old Teftament faints by thefe types and 
figures, 


HI. Wuen Chrift had a€tually come in the flefh, 
the miniftry of angels was employed to make it 
known. ‘ And the angel faid unto them, fear 


- not: For behold I bring you good tidings of great 


joy, which fhall be to all people. For unto you 
1s born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, 


~ which is Chrift the Lord.—And fuddenly there 


was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly hoft 
praifing God, and faying, ‘‘Glory to God in the 
higheft, and on earth peace, good will towards ~ 
men.”*. See, the angels are in extafv at the Sa- 
viour’s birth; though not interefted in it! ‘ This 
good news from a far country, was more refrefh- 
ing than cold waters to a thirfty foul.” Good old 
Simeon was heard to fay, “ Lord now letteft thou — 
thy fervant depart in peace, according to thy word. 
For mive eyes have feen thy falvation : Which 
thou haft prepared before the face of all people : 
A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 
thy people Ifrael.” Stop my foul and wonder !— 
Are angels all in raptures at this good news ? Do 


__ they willingly defcend to bring the tidings of fal- ~~ 


‘vation ; when they want no Saviour ? And what 


is the matter with them to ‘whom it is brought ; 


and 


* Luke 2. 10-———15. 


~ men that fhall be able to teach others a 


: 
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and are concerned in it for life or death eternal, 
that they are no more affected with it ?— That they 
are not anxious to equal angels in their praifes >— 


Oh that we had angels tongues, and the warm 


heart of Simeon, then fhould we in heavenly ftrains 
fing ‘* glory to God in the higheft !” 


IV. Wuen Chrift grew up, he entred on the 
miniftry in perfon ; and according to Ifaiah’s pro- 
phecy, he went about “ to preach good tidings to 
the meek, to bind up the broken hearted, to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
‘the prifon to them that were bound.”* And he 
engaged many difciples to tread in his fteps ; to 
whom he gave commiffion to “ yo into all the. 
world, and preach the gofpel to every creature.” 
Who after his death, refurrection, and afcenfion ; 
having received the extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft, went forth in his name, declaring with all 
boldnefs, That ‘* He was the true Meffiah, whom 
they with wicked hands had crucified, and flain.” 
And great was the fuccefs that immediately at- 
tended their faithful miniftrations. ‘ And the 
‘word of God increafed ; and the number of the 
difciples multiplied in Jerufalem grea:ly ; and a 
great company of the priefts were obedient to the 
faith.” + é 


Ann fince the days of the apoftles, the Lord _ 
hath taken care to fupply his churches fucceffively, 
with a number of faithful men to preach his glo- 
‘rious gofpel. ‘May the Lord of the harveft, fend 

forth more labourers into his harveft !” * Faithful 
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& 
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Tuvs we fee how this good news has been con- 
veyed tous. We joyfully conclude from thefe con- 
fiderations, that itis from heaven. I pafs to the 


Tuirp thing propofed, which is to fhew that 
this is news indeed ; and emphatically ‘* good 
news.” 


1. Ir is news indeed, as it was never heard of, 
never thought of, by angels or men, till revealed. 
The apoltle calls it, “‘ the myftery which hath been 
hid from ages, and from generations.” * Who 
could have thought of a gracious promife of re- 
demption, and forgivenets, as foon as man had 
finned >—Had we not juft reafon to indulge a 
“ fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery in- 
dignation ?”—-Who could have imagined that God 
fhould“« fo love this guilty world, as to give his 
only begotten fon, that whofoever believeth in him, 
might not perifh, but have everlafting life?” Who 
could have believed it, if the report were not di- 
vine, that “ Jefus Chritt freely gave himfelf a ran- 
fom for us ?”—That he affumed human nature, in 
order ‘¢ that he might have fomewhat to offer a 
That he condefcended ‘* to be made like unto his 
brethren ; that he might be a merciful and faith- 
ful high-prieft, in things pertaining to God, to 
make reconciliation for the fins of the people ?”?— 
That he obeyed the law in his life, and became 
obedient unto death, ‘even the death of the 
crofs ?”—That he laid in the grave until the hae 
day, when he fealed his religion by rifing again ?— 
And finally, that he afcended up on high ; and 
now, while I am preaching, and you are hearing, 
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_ he appears our advocate with theFather ? “‘'Where 
he ever lives to make interceffion.—Oh love di- 
vine !—Wifdom infinite ! Who of you is not loft 
in thefe wonders of redeeming love? It is as high 
as heaven, what can we do ? May our hearts burn 
within us, while we contemplate this ‘‘ news” from 
heaven ; this revelation that God hath given of 
his Son ! 


II. This gofpel is new always. You that have 
known the truth, twenty, thirty, forty years ; yet 
difcover frefh wonders in Chrift and his falvation, 
The half has never been told you, of the Glory, 
Beauty, Fulnefs, Love, Compaffion, of this once 
crucifiedJefus. ‘* He is altogether lovely, and the 
chiefeft among ten thoufand.” * 


Ill. Tue faints will find fomething new in this 
divine, and inexhauftible fubje&t, when they arrive 
at glory. Now they know in part ; they fee thro” 
a glafs darkly ; but then they fhall know even as 
they are known ; and fee face to face. | Then fhall 
they underftand infinitely mote of the fovereignty, 
the juftice, the wifdom of God in this ceconomy of 
redemption ; and eternally fing the ‘* new fong.” 


_ It is alfo emphatically ‘‘ good news,” if we con- 
fider who is the author of it. It is good as to its 

- contents, ‘* peace on earth, and good will towards 
men.” A Saviour born; falvation for the great- 
eft finners. ‘* A fountain opened to the houfe of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Jerufalem for fin, 


and for uncleannefs :” Pardon of fin: Peace of 
D _ confcience : 


# Cant. 5+ 10» aps 
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confcience : Joy in the Holy Ghoft—Support to 


believers in death ; and everlafting life in the 
future world. 


Ir is good as it makes men good. Saul no 
fooner feels the power of this gofpel, than he de- 
fifts from perfecuting, and “ preaches the faith 
which before he deftroyed.” Zaccheus is at once 
inclined, by a fecret, but powerful influence to re- 
ftore tour fold to every one, from whom he might 


have taken any thing by falie accufation. . Mag- - 


dalene will in a moment forfake her atrocious ini- 
quities, and follow Jefus. The jaylor inftantly 
wafhes the ftripes he had made, but a few minutes 
before. In truth, when it comes with power, it 
makes great faints of great finners. 


Once-more.. It is good. i. e. it is pleafant, as 
it brings eafe to a guilty confcience ; confolation 
to them that are caft down. Which naturally 
leads us to the 


FourtTH general fead : That this good news 
from heaven, is more welcome to the heavy-laden 
finner, and the true believer thirfting. after God, 

geban cold waters are to any one athirft. 


_ Waar good news is, my Brethren, you know : 
You this moment feel. How long have we anxi- 
oufly waited the great event, that is now deter- 
mined in our favour ? How tedious-was every day 
till the interefting news arrived ?. What gloomi- 
nefs appeared in every face ? How was bufinefs 
fagnated ? And how painful were the exercifes of 


our fufpended minds ? But the {cene. 1s altered 5. Fe 
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and gladnefs fills our breafls ; and would foon 
fhew itfelf in every look, did not the folemnity of 
this day and place demand a ferious countenance. 
It gives a {pring to action—a pleafure to the man 
in bufinefs ; and we hope will fpeedily revive e- 
very branch of trade, ‘* As cold waters toa thirfty 
foul : So is this good news from a far country ”— 

But infinitely more exhilerating is this good news 


from heaven ; “ 


I. To the finner fenfible of fin, burdened with 
it, fearing the wrath of God, and everlafting mif- 
ery ; ready to give up all hope, lie down and die : 
For fuch an one to be told of a way of recovery to 
the divine favour—in which God can be juft, and 
juftity him that believeth ; how greatly will ic 
encourage him? But for him to have a he- 
lieving view of Chrift, as the gofpel fers him 
forth, in the perfection of his divine righteouf- 
nefs—his infinite atonement—the riches—free- 
nefs and fovereignty of his grace ; as faving 
the chief of finners—juitifying the ungodly ; 
(which is one of the glories ot the gofpel)—How 
will he perceive his load of guilt removed ;—be 
brought to truft his immortal all in the hands of 
this divine Redeemer , and have “ joy and peace — 
in believing ?” * Suppofe a criminal at the place” 
of execution, ftanding on the verge of eternitie 
death ftaring him in- the face, to be prefented with. 
‘a reprieve : How will it overjoy and melt him 
down ? But how much more fo, to be reprieved 
from eternal death, from everlafting damnation ; 
and to be made an heir of God, and a joint- -heir 

D # = with 


* Rom. 15. 13 


28 God NEW 8S. 


with Jefus Chrift ? Infinitely more tranfporting is 
this good news to fuch a foul ! ee 


II. Iris fo to the real believer in all his after 
life. ‘* He thirfts for God, for the living God.” 
And the gofpel is the medium in which he fees 
Him. In it ‘God is faidto be inChrift.” * The 
believer could no more live as a chriftian, without 
this gofpel ; than he could at firft believe without 
it. It is the joy and rejoicing of his heart. It is 
to his foul, what food is to the body. He feeds 
upon it; hence he grows in grace. ‘* To know 

hrift and him crucified,” is his invariable refolu- 
tion, A crucified Jefus, is to him a theme ever 
new, and ever welcome. And if at times, he gets 
at a diftance from God, and finks into a ftate of 
Jukewarmnefs ; which is alas too frequently the 
- eafe, nothing but a looking to Jefus as exhibited 
in this gofpel, can reftore to him his wonted fenfe 
of divine things. ‘* I live, fays Paul, yet not I, 
but Chrift livetle in me.” + 


Wuar remains, is an improvement of the 
fubject. 


iit. Waar reafon have we to blefs God for the 
sgofpel ? It is an invaluable bleffing. “ Bleffed, 
days David, are they that hear the joyful found.” 
You have heard of its influence on the heart and 
life ; and have been reminded this day of the glo- 
rious profpedt it gives believers beyond the grave. 
Doubtlefs every devout mind will be raifed ; and 
every mouth filled with the language of gratitude, 
faying, ‘‘ We thank thee, O Father, Lord of hea- 
yen 

* 2 Cor. 5. 19. + Gal, 2. 20 
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wen and earth, becaufe thou haft- hid thefe ching 
from the wife and prudent, and haft revealed them 
unto babes. Even fo Father, for fo it feemed 
good in thy fight.” * Sure fuch privileges as ours, 
call for thankfulnefs. And it might have a ten- 
dency to promote it, were we to confider the 
happy ftate of the chriftian world, in contraft with 
that of the heathen. To do this we need not go 
far. Behold, my Hearers, with compaffion, the 
Savages on our own continent. They fit in dark- 
nefs and have no light. How barbarous, and in- 
human are many of their cuftoms ? They are ig- 
norant of the “* true God, and Jefus Chrift whom 
he hath fent.” | While we who are but a few miles 
from them, are furrounded with the means of. 
grace. This is a favour we enjoy ina fovereign 
manner. ‘ Whence is it, that thou wilt mani+— 
feft thyfelf unto us, and not unto the world 2”, 


THE gofpel has a tendency, even when it does . 
not change the heart, to inform the judgment; to” 
foften the confcience ; and to lay finners under 
fome reftraints which they cannot eafily get over. — 
In this refpect it influences the practice even of 

“the unregenerate. We all know that thofe im- 

»  preffions, that were'made on the mind in younger _ 

- life, by a religious education, are not eafily de-— 
faced. And if fuch, when they grow up, would 
caft off all regard to their education, and endulge . 
every vicious defire ; they find they cannot do it 
at once ; confcience ftands ready to reprove and 
to condemn. Viewing the gofpel then in this 
light, we have caufe to blefs God forit. But when 
é as 
~ ® Matth, 1 25> 26, 
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it becomes the power of God, unto falvation, to us, 
or ours ; we fhall have matter of endlefs praife. 


aly. Ir the gofpel is from heaven, and is fo 
important in its nature, tendency and defign ;— 
if we as poor, finful, apoftate creatures, are fo 
i pmediatcly interefted in it ; how may we reafon- 
ably expect it will be received and entertained ° 
: S..ely with the higheft gratitude, and the warm- 
| eft'o « But alas how contrary the treatment it 
| reeets with from Infidels and hardened finners ! 
: Th. Deit pours contempt upon it, and all its 
‘ 


voranes. The fecure finner turns his back upon 
it, faving, “ What 1s your Beloved more than 
ano.hei Beloved ?” And many of thofe who have 
| becn favoured with the gofpel all their days, re- 
pain in a ftate of obduracy and impenitence ; 
“and hit too where they have fat under the moft 
foul-tearching minitry. =— 
. ' pa oo 
| From hence we fee the depravity of buman 
: naruie : And are perfuaded that the fuccels of 
th. gofpel now, as well as in the firft ages of the 
: Church, depends abfolutely upon the powerful 
: operations of the Holy Ghoft. 


| _ gdly. Here the heavy-laden finner beholds re- 
& lief, It is this gofpel only that can heal a wound- 
cd conicience. ‘ The letter killeth, but the fpi- 
ri: giveth life.” * All that the law can do, is to 
faey the fianer his danger; that he is in loft and 
| petiing circumftances ; but it neither points to, 
| por canit adminitter any relief It is the gol- 
) -pelof Chrift only, that exhibi:s a righteoufnefs 
that 
| * Cor. 3. 6. tf 85 
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that anfwers to the perfection of the divine law, 
And fianers in this condition fee, that the h aly, 
perfect law of God, will difpenfe with nothing lets 
than perfection. ‘ Till heaven and earth pafs, one 
jot or one tittle fhall in no wife pais from the law, 
till all be fulfilled.”* Here then the vofvel is 
more welcome than cold waters to a thirfty foul, 
inafmuch as it fets Chrift before us, as the * end 
of the law for righteoufnefs.” + This is the balm 
of Gilead: And Jefus~is the divine phyfician, 
whofe “ blood fpeaketh better things than the 
blood of Abel,” ~ to every fin-burdened foul. 


I sHatt now difmifs you, with an addrefs fase 
to the prefent joyful occafion. 


My Brethren, I have long withed for, and now — 
with pleafure embrace the firlt opportunity, to 
congratulate you on a moft important event : An 
event that fpread gladnefs through Britain (a few 
excepted) and that cannot fail of warming every 
true American’s heart. Should I fpeak more 
plainly, your joy might become impetuous ; and 
like the Nile overflow its banks. Look upon it 
as a royal confirmation of your civil and religious 


_ liberties ;—thefe ftaud in immediate connectioa 


-with each other : Infomuch that the very a¢t that 
leaves you in the enjoymen: of the one, may be 


looked upon as confirming to you the other. 


Tuis whole Se the whole Britifh 
Amecica is interefted in this great decifion. Great 
You will readily conclude, from what You have — 
feen during the laft feven months, I can com- 

; -pare 
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pareetr prefent ftate to nothing with more pro- 
priety, than a ferene fky, and the fmiling fun, after 
a horrid tempeft. Receive it as a favour from the 
beft of earthly Monarchs ; and always deeply im- 
prefs your minds, with the belief, that our moft 
gracious Sovereign is the father of his people, 
and that we, his moft faithful fubjects in America, 
have no {mall fhare in his royal affections. Your 
defire is granted—your burden removed ;—and 
you left to enjoy your privileges. 


You are flufhed with joy: It is a joyful oc- 
cafion. A propriety of conduét under this occur- 
rence, I am confident you will all think neceffary. 
And the more danger we are in of imprudence, as 
we are almoft intoxicated with gladnefs, Bear 
with me,while I fay, That firft,and fupremely you 
fhould offer-your unfeigned thank{givings°to the 
Lord, who reigns in the moral world, in that He 
hath inclined the King and Britifh Parliament, to 
deal favourably with us :—That He hath raifed 
up in his kind providence, Friends to the caufe of 
liberty and thefe colonies. In fhort, that ave have 
obtained redrefs “‘ Let the people praife thee, 
O Lord ; let all the people praife thee |” 


Ler us entertain the moft dutiful and loyal 
fentiments with refpeét to the King—rejoice in 
his upright adminiftration—the increafe of his 
illuftrious family, as a further fecurity of our 
happy conftitution : And not fail by words and 
actions, to difcover that the profperity of his king- 
dom is-a great part of our happinefs, Ps 
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Mav the Britith Parliament receive that defer- 


~ * ence from us-that they deferve ; and be convinced 


by our future conduét, that we aim not at In- 
DEPENDENCY ; nor with to deftroy diltinctions, 
where diftinétions are neceflary :—That we re- 
joice in being governed according to the principles 
of that conftitution, of which we make our boaft 
as Englifhmen : Yea further, that if it was put to 
our-choice, Whether our connections with Great 
Britain fhould be diffolved ? We, the inhabitants 
of thefe Colonies, would rife like a cloud, and 
deprecate fuch a difunion. 


~ Let the names of thofe Worthies who have 
openly efpoufed our caufe, be had in grateful re- 
-membrance ; not only by the prefent, but by all 
fucceeding generations. 


- Bur I forbear to addtefs you in language that 
feems to imply any want of gratitude and affection 
to them : And with confidence affirm, in the be- 
half of You, my Brethren, and the reft of my 
Countrymen, that your generous hearts would 
inftantly prompt you, were your abilities fuffici- 
ent, to erect ftatues of Gold, to the memory of 
the Right Hon. Wittiam Pitt, Efq; and thofe 
other worthy Patriots, who have fo eminently in- 
terefted themfelves in the caufe of liberty and 
thefe Colonies, on a late occafion. 


To conclude. Be it far from us to triumph on 
this happy event, as tho’ we had gained a victory : 
Or even remotely to hint that our redrefs is forced. 
Senfible we are that fome of the friends of thefe 
Colonies,have gone fo far, as to riique their repu- 
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tation on our becoming behaviour for the future, 
May they not be difappointed | But while we en- 
tertain the warmeft fenfe of liberty, may we a& 
in every inftance, in fuch a manner, that our moft _ 
fabtle enemies may haye nothing to lay to our 
charge : Unlefs they may deem it a fault, to be 
javiolably attached: to his Majefty’s moft facred 
perfon ; and the royal fucceffion in the illuftrious 
houfe of Hanover, ~ eee : 


in fine. May our expreffions of joy on the day 
enfuing, be kept within the bounds of decency 
lec us avoid excefs, and every unbecoming con- 
duét, left’ we hurt ourfelves, and offend the Gad 
of falvation.. May the whole iffue in unanimity - 
and peace ; the firmeft’ connection, and mutual 
proiperity of Great-Britain and her Colonies. 
Iviay we goon to rejoice in the continuance of | 
our privileges, and glorify God in the abufidance 
of his mercy, ere ees 
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